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Building Committee and School Committee approve 
design for new three-story Barrington Middle School 

 
The two committees opted for the more cost-efficient plan 

that includes an auditorium and falls within proposed budget 
 
 
BARRINGTON, RI – Presented with two conceptual design options for a new Barrington Middle 
School, the Building Committee and Barrington School Committee yesterday approved the more cost-
effective three-story building design that includes an auditorium and other key features. 
 
The committees selected the three-story building option totaling 143,636 square feet over a two-story 
building option totaling 151,765 square feet, primarily because the latter proposal did not include an 
auditorium and would have cost approximately $4 million more. The three - story design for classroom 
space requires a smaller "footprint" and presents other structural cost savings while providing the 
instructional and program spaces as defined in the visioning process held last fall. Officials noted that 
the three-story option is 44 feet at its highest point, while the two-story design would have reached 49 
feet at its peak as compared to the existing building at 28 feet. 
 
The approved design is expected to fall within the "not-to-exceed" amount of $68.4 million set by the 
School Committee on May 12, 2016. 
 
If constructed, the new Barrington Middle School would be eligible for Housing Aid reimbursement of 
about $16 million from the Rhode Island Department of Education's (RIDE) School Building Authority.  
In June, 2016, the Rhode Island General Assembly approved the Town Council's request for a voter 
approved bond measure. 
 
With a conceptual design approved, the project architect, Kaestle Boos Associates, Inc. (KBA) can 
now begin to prepare more detailed schematic designs. These will allow for more precise cost 
estimates and serve as a basis for a construction bid, if the project is ultimately approved by voters in 
a local referendum ballot question on November 8. 
 



If constructed, the new Barrington Middle School would be eligible for Housing Aid reimbursement of 
about $16 million from the Rhode Island Department of Education's (RIDE) School Building Authority.  
In June, 2016, the Rhode Island General Assembly approved the Town Council's request for a voter 
approved bond measure. 
 
The existing building on Middle Highway was built in 1958 and has not been renovated extensively 
since 1968. The new school will be designed to support “STEAM” education – science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and mathematics – and other areas of study. The building plans feature adaptable 
classroom and collaboration spaces, state-of-the-art science laboratories, the latest instructional 
technology, rehearsal and performance spaces, indoor and outdoor athletic facilities, as well as 
infrastructure investments to improve security and energy efficiency. 
 
The district would begin construction in 2017, with a targeted completion date of August 2019. 
 
Officials also announced at the meeting the launch of a Facebook page for the Barrington Public 
Schools, in order to help keep residents informed about the building project and other district news. 
 
For more information, including the approved school designs, visit www.bmsproject.org. 
 
 


