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School Committee and Building Committee launch community 
engagement process for new Barrington Middle School proposal 

 
Information campaign is designed to educate residents 
leading up to the November 8 bond referendum vote 

 
 
BARRINGTON, RI – The Barrington School Committee and the Building Committee that have spearheaded 
the proposal of a new Barrington Middle School last night announced components of a community 
engagement process, designed to inform residents about the project prior to the bond referendum vote on 
Tuesday, November 8. 
 
School Committee Chair Kate Brody and Superintendent Michael B. Messore III, who co-chair the 
Communications Ad Hoc Committee for the middle school project, presented to the Town Council last night an 
overview of the community engagement plan. They outlined a number of tools and activities to provide 
information and answer residents’ questions about the proposal, including: 
 
• A website, www.bmsproject.org, that serves as a hub of the latest news and information about the 

proposal, as well as archives of many documents from the more than year-long process. The site includes 
a section with answers to Frequently Asked Questions that will be updated on an ongoing basis. 
 

• A set of digital and print communications tools – including brochures, fact sheets, and posters – which 
will be posted on the website, mailed to residents’ homes, distributed throughout the town, and made 
available at engagement events.  
 

• Engagement on social media through the Barrington Public Schools’ Twitter account (@bps_ri), 
introducing the hashtag #BMSproject, and the district’s new Facebook page, for news and conversation 
about the project. 
 

• A dedicated e-mail address, BMSproject@barringtonschools.org, where residents may send comments 
and questions. 
 

• Periodic e-mail updates to all Barrington Public Schools parents and staff, including announcement of 
upcoming opportunities for engagement and feedback. 



 
• A schedule of community information and engagement events, including: 
 

 
 Meeting with Abutters 
 Wednesday, September 14, 7:00 pm 
 Barrington Middle School Library 
 
 Community Forum 
 Wednesday, September 28, 6:30 pm 
 Barrington Middle School Library 
 
 Presentation to Town Council 
 Tuesday, October 4, 7:00 pm 
 Town Hall 
 
 Community Forum 
 Tuesday, October 18, 6:30 pm 
 Barrington Middle School 
 

 
Representatives from the Communications Ad Hoc Committee have requested to make presentations to other 
Barrington boards and commissions in the coming weeks. The team also will make presentations and set up 
information tables at school open houses, Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) meetings, community activities, 
and other events throughout Barrington over the next two months. 
 
“The Barrington Middle School proposal presents residents with an important decision to make that affects the 
future of our school district and the town,” said Ms. Brody. “It is imperative that we are proactive and thorough 
in engaging as many residents as possible, to equip them with the facts they need to make an informed vote 
on November 8.” 
 
The existing building on Middle Highway was built in 1958 and has not been renovated extensively since 
1968. Officials said the facility requires extensive renovations and repairs and was one of only 14 schools – 
out of 276 in the state – to receive the lowest rating of “poor” in a 2013 statewide analysis of school 
building conditions. 
 
The proposed new middle school would be constructed on the existing site. The total project costs have been 
capped at $68.4 million. The Rhode Island Department of Education already has approved reimbursement for 
at least 35 percent of eligible costs. 
 
According to Superintendent Messore, the new school will be designed to support “STEAM” education – 
science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics – and other areas of study. He said the building 
plans feature adaptable classroom and collaboration spaces, state-of-the-art science laboratories, the latest 
instructional technology, rehearsal and performance spaces, indoor and outdoor athletic facilities, as well as 
infrastructure investments to improve security and energy efficiency. 
 
If the proposal is approved by voters on November 8, district officials have estimated that construction would 
begin in 2017, with a targeted completion date of August 2019. 
 
For more information, visit www.bmsproject.org. 
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