
 

 

BARRINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

6.1.1 FACILITIES ANALYSIS 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Overview 

As part of the Barrington Middle School RIDE Stage I report, Kaestle 

Boos Associates, Inc. completed an evaluation of the existing Barrington 

Middle School facility and site.  The following comprehensive report 

details the existing conditions of the building and the site, identifying the 

systems and components requiring replacement due to limited useful life 

as well as fire code and handicapped accessibility deficiencies.  

 

Site 

Barrington Middle School is located on a relatively flat site totaling 

approximately 29.4 acres with some wooded areas and wetlands located 

at 261 Middle Highway, Barrington, RI.  The building is serviced by public 

water and sewer and is heated via natural gas. The site includes 

associated parking fields for about 135 vehicles, access drives and drop 

off/pick up areas. There are athletic fields and courts on the site including 

tennis courts, basketball courts a baseball field, lacrosse field, and soccer 

fields. The remainder of the site is lawn area and undeveloped wetlands 

and/or wooded areas.  Site deficiencies include deteriorating pavement 

and guardrails; circulation conflicts with drop-off locations; and code 

compliance issues including ADA accessibility. 

 

Existing Facility 

The original Barrington Middle School facility was constructed in 1958 as 

a one story structure.  Two additions were constructed in 1967, bringing 

the building size to approximately 144,400 SF.  The facility contains 30 

core classrooms, eight science classrooms, three computer labs, two 

gymnasiums, two cafeterias, and a media center. 

 

The building envelope is deteriorating.  Slate shingles are broken or 

missing, the roof has ponding water and is near the end of its anticipated 

life expectancy, and cracks in the foundation walls were observed.  Inside 

the building, while the classrooms are in fair condition, the walls are 

cracking, there is water infiltration, and there are hazardous materials 

located throughout.  The kitchen area is congested and under-equipped, 

posing a risk of operational safety to food service staff. There is also a 

considerable risk of cross-contamination, which jeopardizes the health, 

safety and well-being of students, staff and faculty.  The boilers and unit 

ventilators were replaced circa 1998 and most are in fair condition.  The 

majority of the electrical and plumbing systems are original to the 

building.  While they are functioning, both systems have served, or 

outlived, their useful life.  The building is not sprinklered. 

 

 

 



 

 

BARRINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

6.1.2 FACILITIES ANALYSIS 

 

Code Analysis 

A code analysis examined the building’s compliance local, state, and 

federal codes including the portion of Rhode Island Fire Safety Code for 

existing buildings and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  

Numerous items were found which are not in compliance including non-

compliant stairs and handrails.  The existing building also has a variety of 

elements which are not accessible to individuals with disabilities.  The 

areas of greatest concern are noncompliant door hardware, insufficient 

maneuvering clearances, restrooms, built in workstations, handrails, and 

seating areas in assembly spaces.  

 

The findings of the facilities analysis are provided in greater detail over 

the following pages, accompanied by photographs of the deficiencies and 

areas of concern.  This information will be used to determine the most 

effective solution for Barrington Middle School. 

 

 


